A very pleasant evening was the result of Mr. Coote'a labours in regard to this year's festival dinner, and a word of praise is due to the Meister Glee Singers, who did much to render the after-dinner part of the proceedings enjoyable.
The There was, however, one kind of publicity which was painful to him, and that was the parading of the children in the school at the festival dinner. If anyone wanted to see them they could go to the school, and he did not think it was right to bring young children out at that late hour, nor was that sort of publicity worthy of the boasted intelligence of the nineteenth century. He was very strongly of opinion that as the utmost good had resulted from an interchange of opinion and1 knowledge in regard to the administration and management of medical charities, so a similar amount of good would accrue from the same system in regard to the orphanages of this country. As they had now a very able and energetic Secretary who had been trained under the system of the medical institutions, they had already at hand a means to this end, which it would be well to make use of.
It was of the utmost importancealso to the work done at our orphanages that it should be possible to retain the children in the institutions until they were able to support themselves. One of the faults and.
drawbacks, one of the causes of the failure of the English system of distriot schools at the present time, was that the law did not give the guardians power to keep the children long enough at school. And he did think, and he was glad to hear from one of them that that view prevailed amongst the Committee, that fourteen years of age was too young tor a child to leave an orphanage, and that it would b6 an immense advantage to the children and a great strength to the charity if that age was extended to sixteen in the case of boys, so that they might be taught a trade before they were turned out into the world. As to the girls, the amount of manual labour they had to do was,. in many instances that had been brought under his notice, too great. Whilst it was desirable that the girls should be trained in housework and every other kind of work which would enable them to become useful members of society, the greatest care should be taken in the course of that training that there should not be too much stress put upon any individual girl.
The Secretary announced that a total contribution of ?4,274 had been received as the result of that dinner, and he hoped that the collecting cards the ladies had kindly accepted that evening would bring in a sum sufficient to pa/ off the whole of the debt to the bankers.
